these disabilities, and it has been an almost herculean task to bring
them up to their present standards of work and efficiency.
You must bear in mind three things as we present and discuss
these problems: first, that we are but two and a half years old po-
litically; second, that we inherited an almost completely unfurnished
house, so to speak, for what little furniture was in it was extremely
poor, meagre and utterly inadequate to meet the normal needs en-
visaged by the conditions of the Partition; third, that the Kashmir
problem has absorbed and is still absorbing an enormous proportion
of our time, energy and money, all of which might otherwise be
used for constructive national work.
I mention these facts, not in a spirit of bitterness or recrimination,
but with the intention of clarifying our position, for it is only then
that we can evaluate the work we have clearly done, and the mag-
nitude of the work which still remains for us to do. As a single
example, let me tell you of the Jinnah Central Hospital in Karachi,
of whose Managing Committee I am a member. This was a small
British R.A.F. Hospital put up during the last war and evacuated
at Partition. When we took it over, at the height of the refugee in-
flux, the medicines it possessed could have been contained in one
small wall-cupboard, the nursing staff was down to about six or
eight members, and the bed and house linen was being supplemented
by what one voluntary lady worker was begging from house to
house or bringing in herself. In Eastern Pakistan there are only two
thousand hospital beds for a population of forty-five million. I was
forced to arrange to have untrained women volunteers help daily in
the hospitals, giving what assistance they could and learning the
elements of the work as fast and as best they could in the midst of
the terrific rush of work. Women also visited refugee camps and
other places with medical supplies, food and clothing. The lack of
trained nurses was a severe handicap, for nursing was not a pro-
fession taken up by Muslim girls. Realising the vital importance of
such a training both for our girls and for the country, I appealed
for Muslim girls of good family and education to come forward for
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